EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2022–2026 STRATEGIC PLAN

Over 900,000 people in the Seattle area rely on
Seattle City Light every day to keep their homes
running, businesses operating, and
communities vibrant. It is our duty—and our
greatest source of pride—to provide our
customers power that is affordable, reliable,
safe, and environmentally responsible.
Like many things in 2020, our Strategic Planning
process was halted abruptly when the
COVID-19 pandemic struck our region. At that
time, we recognized the need to pause this
long-term planning effort and focus on the
immediate safety and wellbeing of our
community, customers and employees.
Now, with a hopeful eye to the future, we have
returned to our Strategic Plan with the new
perspective that the challenges of the past year
have given us. The 2022–2026 Strategic Plan

highlights our ongoing commitment to
providing essential energy services and outlines
our pathways to building a shared energy
future with the communities we serve.
The new City Light Strategic Plan is a five-year
plan that focuses on building stronger
relationships with our customers, improving
core service areas, and preparing our utility and
our region for large-scale, long-term changes
to the energy industry.
Key activities such as grid modernization,
technology upgrades, partnerships with
customers, and business process improvements
will put us in the best possible position to help
the Seattle area recover from the pandemic and
build a more equitable, sustainable future for all
of us.

seattle.gov/city-light

BUSINESS STRATEGIES:
Improve the Customer Experience
We will meet the needs of our customers by empowering our employees to deliver targeted
solutions in a consistently responsive way. Using information gathered from our customers,
we will develop programs and services to meet their individual needs and redesign old processes to
strengthen and improve core service delivery. We will empower our employees to fulfill our
“Customers First” commitment.
Create our Energy Future
To prepare for the future, we will build and maintain smart, resilient, flexible, dynamic, and
reliable grid infrastructure that will support long-term decarbonization and electrification
efforts. We will prepare for greater integration of distributed energy resources and increased
customer options. We will work to reverse historical inequities and avoid unintended harm to
historically underrepresented populations by intentionally prioritizing their needs as we create our
energy future.
Develop Workforce and Organizational Agility
As we prepare for major transformations in our industry and the environment in which we
operate, we will foster an organization that is nimble, adaptable, and responsive. We will
cultivate an agile, accountable, and inclusive workforce that reflects the diversity of our community
to meet our organization’s emerging needs. We will implement a robust, cross-functional business
process framework in consistent, scalable, and data-driven ways.
Ensure Future Financial Stewardship and Affordability
We will support long-term affordability in Seattle by offering rates that are transparent,
understandable, reasonable, equitable and consistent for all customers, including vulnerable
populations. This commitment includes developing a sustainable and predictable approach to
setting rates over time, one that continues to encourage efficient use of the products and services
we provide. We will reform our capital prioritization process to deliver a capital plan that is prudent,
efficient, and community focused.
We Power Seattle
City Light will continue to advance our mission of providing our customers with affordable,
reliable, and environmentally responsible energy services. We will prioritize diversity, equity,
and inclusion in all that we do and we will actively manage and mitigate the constraints, risks, and
uncertainty of operating in a COVID-adjusted environment.

Connect with Us
To learn more about the 2022-2026 Strategic Plan, visit
seattle.gov/city-light/about-us/strategic-plan-and-review-panel.
Feedback and comments can be sent to SCL_StrategicPlan@seattle.gov.
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